LIFE AND \\ORKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM VA<H!DE\'A^ NAMBf. DIRl

The Devas ask Lord Vishnu to take birth for destroying the
demons. Vazhakunnam, the bhakta poet experiences happiness
and excitement even while he describes the situation.144
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The ecstacy enjoyed by Vazhakunnam is indicative of his sincere
devotional attitude. While thinking of his Lord a bhakta some-
times dances, falls down, yawns, breaths heavily - all without
concern of circumstances. When bhava (permanent loving atti-
tude for God), anubhava (when feelings and emotions within oneself
are exhibited) and vyabhicari symptoms (primarily the words ut-
tered and the different bodily features) are combined, the bhakta
attains supreme happiness. Swami Bhaktivedanta Prabhupada
has explained the drastic effect ofBhaktirasa on the devotees.45
Here in the above mentioned sloka the Bhaktasiromani is seen
awaiting blissfully the birth of the Lord. This longing of
Vazhakunnam is comparable with the following lines of Gagan

44. Ibid., verse 15, p.6.
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